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What is Common Core?  
This information was researched and compiled by Margaret Spangler and Pamela Clark. 

Information comes from many sources. 
 
     What is Common Core - exactly?  It is a set of standards which will drive assessments and 
curriculum.  They are currently affecting English, Language Arts, Social Studies, and Math.    In 
an opinion article titled Who’s Minding the Schools, it states, “…students were charged with 
analyzing both fiction and nonfiction, not only through multiple-choice answers but also short 
essays. The mathematics portion of the test included complex equations and word problems not 
always included in students’ classroom curriculums. Indeed, the first wave of exams was so 
overwhelming for these young New Yorkers that some parents refused to let their children take 
the test. These students, in grades 3 through 8, are taking part in what may be the most far-
reaching experiment in American educational history…”  (New York Times). 
     Many politicians have had involvement with Common Core.  In 1989, Tennessee politician 
Lamar Alexander gave a speech about wanting to create and open a new American school that 
would take babies at 3 months old all the way to 12th grade, every day from 6a.m.-6p.m. year-
round.  These schools would be located in every state capitol.  It was also discussed under 
President Ronald Reagan’s administration, but wasn’t launched until February 2009 with the 
passing of the Stimulus Bill, in which the legislation for Common Core was buried.  Karen 
Bracken, a staunch opponent of Common Core, believes that the Bill was passed so President 
Barack Obama could pay off his cronies and ultimately pass what he wanted without interference 
from Congress.   

Over $4 billion was earmarked out of the Stimulus Bill to the Federal Department of 
Education, which used these funds to create the Race-To-The-Top Competition.  Phase I of this 
competition was opened for applications to states in November 2009.  The due date for the 
applications was two months later, in order to obtain funding from the Stimulus Bill.  To apply 
for RTTT, grant states had to agree to accept Common Core standards sight unseen.  The 1st draft 
of these standards was not released until March 2010.   
     Out of the 50 states, 45 (plus Washington, D.C.), applied for RTTT grants, but only 11 states 
and D.C. obtained that money.  All states committed to these new Common Core standards just 
by applying.  If the states refused to continue to accept Common Core because they did not 
receive the funding, they were told that it was a competition and that they would lose Title I 
funding if they continued to pursue the idea of backing out.  Because the states had already 
passed this, Common Core could only be repealed at the state level.  This put the issue in 
legislators’ hands, not those of our schools or teachers.  Their rights, as local administrators, 
were done away with when Common Core was accepted.  This was slipped under the radar and 
many Senators and Congressmen were now clueless about Common Core Standards.   
    When states applied for this grant money a point system was used to score the applicants to 
see who was the most deserving. A state would receive 70 points for accepting the new 
standards, which became Common Core, and 47 points for accepting the database to track the 
children and their families from Pre-K to workforce, totaling 117 points.  Another section was 
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for improving Poor Performing Schools which only earned 50 points.  This alone illustrates that 
this was more about tracking, monitoring and controlling our children than actually helping 
improve academic performance. 
 
     Again: what exactly is Common Core?  It is a set of standards that affect English, Language 
Arts, Social Studies, and Mathematics.  The purpose of Mathematics is no longer to get the 
answer right or to learn from the wrong answer, but about “Math Estimation.”  Students are to 
estimate the answer - not to get it right (so if you get an answer wrong but can state the 
mechanics of how you came about to this answer, you’re okay).  Does this make sense?  This is 
what they call “Math Fluency”.    

In Literature studies, the Western Classics are no longer going to be taught and are being 
removed at an alarming rate.  In middle school, the percentage will be 50/50 for reading 
information texts and literature books.  By high school, the percentage will be 70/30!  Why?  
Because the classics are looked at as elevating the student morally and to get them intellectually 
curious, which is the complete antitheses of what the members who are behind Common Core 
want. Some examples of Western classics include The Iliad and The Odyssey by Homer, 
Republic by Plato, The Gallic War by Caesar,  Divine Comedy by Dante, Second Treatise by 
John Locke, Canterbury Tales by Chaucer, Morte D’ Arthur by Malory, Hamlet, Romeo & 
Juliet, King Lear and Henry IV by Shakespeare,  Don Quixote by Cervantes, Democracy in 
America by Tocqueville, as well as the U.S. Constitution and the Federalist Papers.   

Works such as these are being replaced with “Summary Reading”  (which are 
informational texts or bullet points which are government issued pamphlets, by the EPA & 
Planned Parenthood, just to name a few).  The Common Core Standards is being used as a 
Trojan horse for Planned Parenthood and the National Sex Standards. Children by the time they 
are in the 1st or 2nd grade must now provide a narrative on why alternative families are equal to 
traditional families. What?!  
 

 
What are some of the issues with Common Core? 

*Complete lack of Local and Regional Input 
*Standards are copyrighted and cannot be changed 

*Imposed Regardless of Demographic & Geographic Needs or Differences 
*It’s a cookie cutter design – that is doomed to fail 

 
Home Schooling VS. Common Core Standards 

 
All curriculum and tests will be aligned towards Common Core.  This includes the ACT, 

PSAT and SAT tests.  All standardized tests already are So what does this mean as a high school 
home-schooler?  If respondents can’t answer the questions the way Common Core wants them to 
they will fail the ACT & SAT tests, which are instrumental in being accepted into college.  
Within four years, home-schoolers will be failing and unable to enter colleges, while on the flip 
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side the public sector will be improving.  This will make the Common Core LOOK like it is 
actually working. The Federal Government will use this as an opportunity to impose legislation 
to do away with home-schooling; thus forcing our children and families under Big Brother’s 
watchful eye.  
 
 

Who Are the Members Behind Common Core Standards? 

 
- National Governor’s Association or NGA  
- Council of Chief State School Officers or CCSSO.  NGA - along with CCSSO -owns 

the copyright to the Common Core Standards. 
- Achieve is an organization that was created by NGA and is primarily responsible for 

writing these standards. 
- Obama Administration 
- Arne Duncan – U.S. Secretary of Education 
- Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
- Rupert Murdoch/Joel Klein – Wireless Generation 
- George Soros 
- Sir Michael Barber, CEA of Pearson Foundation – a UK publishing company 
- Bill Ayers   
- Linda Darling –Hammond 
- Jeb Bush – Founder of Foundation for Educational Excellence 
- Marc Tucker – longtime friend of the Clintons 
- David Coleman – Co-founded Student Achievement Partners 
- UNESCO – United Nations Education Scientific Cultural Organization 

 

        Founded in 1908, the National Governors Association (NGA) is the collective voice of the 
nation’s governors and one of Washington, D.C.'s most respected public policy organizations. Its 
members are the governors of the 55 states, territories and commonwealths. NGA provides 
governors and their senior staff members with services including representing states on Capitol 
Hill and before the Administration on key federal issues and developing and implementing 
innovative solutions to public policy challenges through the NGA Center for Best Practices. 
NGA also provides management and technical assistance to both new and incumbent governors.  
Tax documents also show that back in 2004 (the earliest available documents traced), NGA 
received $31 million from taxpayers. In 2010, NGA received 80% of its $14.8 million annual 
income from taxpayers. 

I do not know when this trade organization was founded because I could not find a 
date; not even on their website. The Council Chief of State School Officers 
(CCSSO) is a nonpartisan, nationwide, nonprofit organization of public officials 
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who head departments of elementary and secondary education in the states, the 
District of Columbia, the Department of Defense Education Activity, and five U.S. 
extra-state jurisdictions. CCSSO provides leadership, advocacy, and technical 
assistance on major educational issues. The Council seeks member consensus on 
major educational issues and expresses their views to civic and professional 
organizations, federal agencies, Congress, and the public. The 2011 percentage to 
that year’s revenues yields an estimated $3,450,930 in CCSSO revenue from the 
federal government, just in that year. In 2011, $558,000 came from the 2009 
stimulus bill for CCSSO’s involvement with one of two networks creating new 
tests to fit the standards.  In 2010, the U.S. DOE granted those two networks $330 
million in stimulus funds.  In Jan. or Feb. of  2005, Bill Gates joined the NGA & 
the CCSSO and has funded them millions of dollars since ’05; which in turn has 
also funded Achieve.  Our own illustrious former Ohio governor Bob Taft was an 
architect of the Summit agenda for NGA and was also a member of NGAs 
Redesigning the American High School Task Force.   

     In a 2010 speech to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan proved how he consciously – 
though illegally – grows the federal intrusion into states’ running of education by saying:  

“Our goal for the coming year will be to work closely with global partners, including 

UNESCO”   –Wait a minute.  What business does UNESCO have in my state’s right to 
educate?   It’s almost unbelievable that Duncan dares say this stuff out loud.  But it does get 
worse: 

 “Traditionally, the federal government in the U.S. has had a limited role in education 
policy.  The Obama administration has sought to fundamentally shift the federal role, so 

that the Department is doing much more…”  Duncan has also admitted that the Common 
Core Standards were not state-led. 

 “President Obama called on the nation’s governors and state school chiefs to develop 
standards and assessments,” he said, adding, “America is now in the midst of a ‘quiet 
revolution’ in school reform… To cite just one example, the department’s Race to the Top 
Program…”   

Secretary Duncan altered long standing federal privacy law in 2011, and loosened its parental 
consent rules and redefined its key terms.  These alterations got his Department of Education 
sued by the Electronic Privacy Information Center. But for some reason, that doesn’t seem to be 
newsworthy. Few people realize that it’s not just children who will be hurt by the alterations to 

http://unesco.usmission.gov/duncan-remarks.html
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this privacy law.  Any one, of any age, whose records are archived at any university that ever 
received federal funding, can have their data seen without their knowledge or consent.   

Next, let’s look at the terms that our U.S. Secretary of Education has had redefined  to 
better suit his purposes: 

1) COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS.   Did you know that “college and career readiness” 
can now officially mean only one thing?  It means having the same standards as other 
states.   Odd!   Check it out on the ed.gov website. 

2) AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE – Did you know that an “authorized representative” has 
been redefined by the Dept. of Education (without Congressional approval) to expand privacy 
exemptions that had previously protected student privacy under FERPA law?  And 
reinterpretations remove affirmative legal duties for state and local educational facilities to 
protect private student data.”  Yes, the Dept. has been sued over this.    Yet, “authorized 
representative” can now mean anyone can see student data, even “a contractor, consultant, 
volunteer, or other party to whom an agency or institution has outsourced institutional services or 
functions…”  A volunteer can be “authorized” to see personally identifiable data without 
parental consent. 

3) EDUCATION PROGRAM – Did you know that Sec. Duncan’s redefinition of “education 
program” now “includes, but is not limited to” early childhood education, elementary and 
secondary education, postsecondary education, special education, job training, career and 
technical education, and adult education, “regardless of whether the program is administered 

by an educational authority.” That last part is almost funny.  But not. 

4) DIRECTORY INFORMATION – Secretary Duncan made sure it would be allowed to “non-
consensually disclose a student number or other unique personal identifier” and that directory 
information could include a name; address; telephone listing; electronic mail address; 
photograph; date and place of birth; major field of study; grade level; enrollment status,  dates of 
attendance; participation in activities and sports; weight and height; degrees, honors and awards 
received; and educational institution attended. 

5) BIOMETRIC DATA - in the Dept. of Education’s definition of “personally identifiable 
information,” biometric data means a record of one or more measurable biological or 

behavioral characteristics that can be used for automated recognition of an individual. 

Examples include fingerprints; retina and iris patterns; voiceprints; DNA sequence; facial 

characteristics; and handwriting.  That one wins the creepy award.   

Of all the reasons Sec. Duncan is scary, the cherry on top is his role in the Obama wealth 
redistribution agenda. Sec. Duncan was an architect of the wealth redistribution program known 

http://www.ed.gov/race-top/district-competition/definitions
http://www.ed.gov/race-top/district-competition/definitions
http://www.ed.gov/race-top/district-competition/definitions
http://www.ed.gov/race-top/district-competition/definitions
http://epic.org/apa/ferpa/default.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://counsel.cua.edu/res/docs/EPIC-v-USDOEd-1.pdf
http://counsel.cua.edu/res/docs/EPIC-v-USDOEd-1.pdf
http://counsel.cua.edu/res/docs/EPIC-v-USDOEd-1.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/congressman-fattah-will-join-secretary-arne-duncan-on-national-education-commission-press-call-191700541.html
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as The Equity and Excellence Commission, which is sliding under the public radar disguised 
as education reform. 

     The Gates Foundation spent millions to create NGA which in turn created Achieve; also with 
funds from Gates Foundation.  Some other foundations that Bill Gates funds: Stand for Children, 
League of Education Voters, Center for Reinventing Public Education, Partnership for Learning 
and he owns Editorial Projects in Education which is the parent of Education Week magazine.  
In 2004, Microsoft (Bill Gates) contracted with UNESCO to fulfill part of UNESCO’S 
Millennium Campaign Goals—universal education and education for a global economy. The 
largest roadblock to creating a universal education system was the United States since each state 
has its own education standards and systems.   

In 2005, Bill Gates funded the New Commission on the Skills of the American 

Workforce—created by Tucker. States begin adopting its education reform initiative, 
“Tough Choices or Tough Times.”  In 2008, the Gates Foundation, along with two other 
foundations, created Strong American Schools (a successor to the STAND UP campaign 
launched in 2006, which was an outgrowth of UNESCO’s Millennium Campaign Goals for 
Universal Education). It called for American education standards.  Also in 2008, the Gates 

Foundation funded the International Benchmarking Advisory Group report for Common Core 
Standards on behalf of the National Governors Association, Council of Chief State School 

Officers, and ACHIEVE, Inc. titled, “Benchmarking for Success: Ensuring U.S. Students 
Receive a World-Class Education.” This report showed the United Nations is a member of the 

International Benchmarking Advisory Group for Common Core Standards.  

- .http://www.utahnsagainstcommoncore.com/agenda/How do Soros, Agenda 21, and the 
Open Education movement tie to Utah? - Published September 15, 2012 - “…Mathematics and 
science textbooks will be based on books originally published by the CK12 Foundation, a not-
for-profit organization based in California founded with the mission to produce free and open 
source K-12 materials aligned to state curriculum. It is interesting that this was funded by the 
Hewlett Foundation, a foundation with close ties to George Soros and the Gates Foundation, and 
has as one of its goals, population reduction through family planning and reproductive services. 

     George Soros is founder of Open Society which has worked with the U.N., the Gates 
Foundation, NGA & CCSSO to help create Common Core. Agenda 21, and the Open Education 
movement tie to Utah? As a billionaire, he has used his vast resources to take down the 
economies of a few countries, fund many leftist organizations such as ACORN, SEIU, 
MoveOn.org, and the ACLU (among others). When Soros invests his resources, it is because he 
sees an opportunity to promote his far-left agenda. 
 
      
     Sir Michael Barber of England, Chief Education Advisor at Pearson and Common Core 
promoter extraordinaire, is also a Global Education Standards promoter. In Barber’s view, 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/1595230920
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education reform is a “global phenomenon,” no longer to be managed by individuals or 
sovereign countries.  Education reform has “no more frontiers, no more barriers.” But as we all 
know, under the U.S. Constitution, education is to be state-led, not a federal and especially not 
an internationally-determined, issue. Barber has not been dubbed “a control freak’s control 
freak” for nothing. “We want data about how people are doing. We want every child on the 
agenda,” he says. Barber specifies that “every child” means every “global citizen.” What’s 
wrong with being a global citizen, you ask?  Well, for starters, when you give yourself to 
the globe rather than to your nation, you lose your constitutional and property rights as they are 
swallowed up in a global governance system.  

The Pearson Foundation is a UK educational publishing company which has been going 
around the world and in the USA buying up educational companies; e.g. Adobe, Puffin, 
Harcourt, Penguin, Wharton and Prentice Hall; just to name a few.  Pearson is now the largest 
educational publishing company in the world today. Pearson Foundation works hand in hand 
with both non-governmental agencies (NGA and CCSSO) and with governmental agencies (U.S. 
Department of Education) to promote global education and Common Core. Barber sees global 
control of education and U.S. Common Core as one and the same. Barber explains that the 
“ethical underpinning” is “shared understanding” of earth “sustainability” that every child in 
every school around the world will learn. Ethics, to Barber is all about global collectivism. Can 
we say Agenda 21?! He directs curriculum production for the largest curriculum producer on 
Earth.  Barber’s company, Pearson, is everywhere.  Pearson textbooks and technologies are in 
virtually every school and university in America. Pearson does teacher professional 
development, runs EnVision math, does early childhood education assessment and Pearson 
pushes millions to implement Common Core, which is big business. The Wall Street Journal 
quotes Pearson’s CEO on Common Core as a gold mine:  “It’s a really big deal,” says Peter 
Cohen, CEO of Pearson’s K-12 division, Pearson School. “The Common Core standards are 
affecting literally every part of the business we’re involved in.”  

In 2011, Pearson joined the Gates Foundation in a contract to create books that would 
align with the Common Core Standards.  Through interlocking boards of directors, partnerships, 
and donations from the company's foundation, they have developed relationships with the largely 
online University of Phoenix, Teach for America, Stanford University, the National Governors 
Association, the CCSSO, and the Gates, Lumina, Broad, and Walton Foundations.   

Soros has funded his Open Society organization with $400 million to promote his agenda. 
He has the same agenda that Secretary Arne Duncan often talks about and is associated with the 
United Nations Agenda 21 movement. The big buzzword is “sustainability,” which is meant to 
be the carefully couched word that means everyone needs to recognize we have limited resources 
and someone a lot smarter (and more powerful) than you should be in control of determining 
how you live, eat, and breathe…” 

William “Bill” Ayers, the former leader of the communist terrorist group Weather 
Underground, became a professor of education and is a very close friend of Obama’s.  He has 
been working behind the scenes, helping to implement these policies and helping to write the 
standards for Common Core. Ayers has also endorsed the idea of repayment of the “education 
debt” and is now a Vice President-elect (Division B: Curriculum Studies) of the American 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/jun/14/michael-barber-education-guru
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/jun/14/michael-barber-education-guru
http://www.pearsoned.com/stanford-university-and-pearson-collaborate-to-deliver-the-teacher-performance-assessment-tpa/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alan-singer/cuomo-common-core-and-pearson_b_1293465.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alan-singer/cuomo-common-core-and-pearson_b_1293465.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/28/education/28gates.html?_r=0
http://cnsnews.com/blog/dan-gainor/soros-spends-400-million-open-society-education-social-action-colleges-and
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Educational Research Association (AERA), which was founded in 1916 as a professional 
organization representing educational researchers in the United States and around the world. It 
includes teachers, administrators, directors of research, persons working with testing or 
evaluation in federal, state and local agencies, counselors, evaluators, graduate students, and 
behavioral scientists.  “http://www.utahnsagainstcommoncore.com/agenda/How do Soros, 
Agenda 21, and the Open Education movement tie to Utah? - Published September 15, 2012 “… 
Goodlad had a conference promoting social justice in the classroom a year ago, and had Ayers as 
a keynote speaker.  

Charlotte Iserbyt was a senior policy advisor in the Department of Education during the 
Reagan administration. She documented the effort to dumb down America by copying 
documents and publishing a book you can get for free online called, The Deliberate Dumbing 
Down of America. In that book, she calls Goodlad, “America’s premier change agent.” His 
agenda is to fundamentally transform America through the education system. 
       
     Linda Darling-Hammond is a Stanford professor who has worked closely with Ayers 
over the years and was Obama’s Educational Advisor during his first presidential campaign. In 
February 2008, Darling-Hammond issued a blueprint for education reform by the next President 
that set as its #1 priority the repayment of the “education debt,” as proposed originally by 
Ladson-Billings.  She is focusing on “equity” and “social justice” – that is, redistribution of 
wealth using our schools. Darling-Hammond has worked for CCSSO since long before the 
standards were even written.  She served on the standards validation committee.  She now 
works for SBAC (the Common Core test writer); she also consults with AIR (Utah’s Common 
Core test producer) and advises Obama’s administration. She also promotes the secretive 
CSCOPE, Texas’s alternative to Common Core, curriculum and more. Darling-Hammond is 
ramming socialism and redistribution down America’s throat in education policy, while the 
Pearson Foundation pushes it in the curriculum.  

     Former Governor of Florida Jeb Bush is the founder of the Foundation of Educational 
Excellence. The organization was the beneficiary of $500,000 from the benevolent Gates 
Foundation.  Bush is now traveling around the country to Common Core embattled states and 
singing the praises of this untried, undocumented, illegal atrocity.   

      In 1988, Marc Tucker became the president of the National Center for Education and the 
Economy (NCEE). He joined up with Hillary Clinton, Mario Cuomo, and Ira Magaziner to get 
states to move away from local control of their schools and migrate to national standards.  
In 1992, Tucker wrote a letter to Clinton congratulating her on her husband Bill Clinton’s 
presidential win. He included in his letter ideas for radical education reform. He stated the goal is 
“to remold the entire American system” into “a seamless web that literally extends from 

cradle to grave and is the same systems for everyone,” coordinated by “a system of labor 

market boards at the local, state and federal levels” where curriculum and “job matching” 
will be handled by counselors “accessing the integrated computer-based program.”  Tucker’s 
ambitious plan was implemented in three laws passed by Congress and signed by President 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World
http://www.saveasd.com/utah-taxpayers-fund-global-education-agenda/
http://fortifyingourfamilies.org/2010/06/15/terrorist-bill-ayers-to-speak-at-goodlad-2010-conference/
http://fortifyingourfamilies.org/2010/06/15/terrorist-bill-ayers-to-speak-at-goodlad-2010-conference/
http://deliberatedumbingdown.com/
http://deliberatedumbingdown.com/
http://beforeitsnews.com/r2/?url=http://www.amazon.com/Learning-Social-Justice-Multicultural-Education/dp/0807742082
http://beforeitsnews.com/r2/?url=http://www.smarterbalanced.org/about/smarter-balanced-staff/


 
 

A public charity 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization 
Page 9 of 16 

Clinton: the Goals 2000 Act, the School-to-Work Act Opportunities Act, and the reauthorized 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) called “Improving America’s Schools Act of 
1994.” 

     David Coleman has connections to Ayers, Barack Obama and the Chicago Annenberg 
Challenge, headed by Obama and appointed by Ayers. Prior to co-founding Student 
Achievement Partners, Coleman was a co-founder of the Grow Network (now owned by 
McGraw-Hill Company), which began as a pilot program in New York in 2000. Less than a year 
later, the Chicago Public Education Fund began negotiating a contract with Grow Network on 
behalf of Chicago Public Schools. The Chicago Public Education Fund (‘The Fund’) 
was created in 1998 by the Chicago Annenberg Challenge (CAC) board of directors, which 
included Barack Obama as board chairman and Ayers as co-chair.  Coleman is recognized by 
TIME for his work as a lead architect of the Common Core State Standards and the promising 
new direction he has signaled for College Board, of which he was elected President on May 16, 
2012. He is now rewriting the PSATs and SATs to fall into line with his Common Core 
Standards on English. The ACTs are already in line as of last year.  “What children need is a 
close reading of ‘info text’. That’s what we call non-fiction. No opinion, no flights of fancy, no 
creation of new worlds is what will give students the world knowledge necessary to compete as 
WORKERS in the GLOBEL ECONOMY!” he said. 

Liz Coleman is the mother of David and the President of Leftist Bennington College in 
Vermont. In 2009, she gave a speech about her influence on liberal arts education. Coleman 
advocated for “secular democracy” as the vehicle for indoctrinating American students against a 
“theocracy.” In other words, religion is a dangerous impediment to freedom.  

     In 1949, the United Nations Education Scientific Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

wrote a text book titled, Toward World Understanding, which was used to teach teachers 

what to teach.  It read: “As long as the child breathes the poisoned air of nationalism, 

education in the world-mindedness can produce only rather precarious results.  As we have 

pointed out, it is frequently the family that infects the child with extreme nationalism.” 

     In 1984, the Leftist UNESCO published a document on developing instruction from 

the Grandfather of Common Core, Robert Muller, founder of the World Core Curriculum.  

The goal is to bring all educational standards under one common roof of compliance and global 
academic, philosophical and religious sameness.  That requires removing the extremes of 
fundamentalist and evangelical religion, including those religions that have strong missionary 
outreaches to non-Christians and that teach the biblical principles of marriage and the sanctity of 
Life. In order to do that, certain compromises must be made, and this is the essence of the 
Common Core curriculum.  The curriculum must be strictly secular and equitable in its teaching 
of the nations and the world.  Redistribution of the wealth is the standard because there is no 
private property, only collective ownership of the planet.  Therefore, the common core 
curriculum must take a pantheistic approach and while excluding one form of extremism (e.g. 

http://beforeitsnews.com/r2/?url=http://www.catalyst-chicago.org/news/2005/07/27/new-foundation-sets-10-million-grants-goal
http://beforeitsnews.com/r2/?url=http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122212856075765367.html
http://beforeitsnews.com/r2/?url=http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:stHWuJzVZvYJ:billayers.files.wordpress.com/2007/03/9882vita_2006.doc+bill+ayers+curriculum+vitae&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
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radical Islam) it embraces another:  extremist environmental policy. From UNESCO's document 
The Vision of Education Reform in the United States it states:  

"My department has been pleased to partner with the US Agency for International Development 
to help ensure that our best domestic practices are shared world-wide. The United States 
provides over a billion dollars annually to partner countries working on educatonal reform. The 
North Star guiding the alignment of our cradle-to-career education agenda is President Obama's 
goal that America will once again have the highest proportion of college graduates in the world. 
That goal can only be achieved by creating a strong cradle-to-career continuum that starts with 
early childhood learning and extends all the way to college and careers." [Statewide Longitudinal 
Data Systems (SLDS) and Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 
(PARCC)]    

     I don’t know about you, but I need a stiff drink after reading something that sounds like it 
came out of a script from Days of Our Lives or As the World Turns!  But seriously it sounds like 
the royal families of old who intermarried to keep all of the wealth and power in the family.  Just 
one big, happy, incestuous family!  You remember what happened to royal families like these?  
They became insane and eventually collapsed! Must have been all of that corrupted DNA.  

     Did you know that International Baccalaureate endorses Common Core and has stated 
"The IB is pleased to have been selected in 2011 as one of 5 sets of standards against which the 
Common Core was measured by education experts to determine its success in meeting its goals.”  
Common Core is part of an effort to implement regionalism, which is the replacement of local 
governments by regional boards of federally appointed bureaucrats, who in turn are beholden to 
international bodies. Regionalism will eliminate the freedom parents now have in choosing 
neighborhoods with good schools because tax funds will be distributed equally. There will be no 
escape in home schooling or private schools either, because the curriculum will follow national 
tests. Students will be tracked through mandatory state records that will then be accessible to 
Washington bureaucrats. Ultimately, all students will be subject to education mandates 
implemented by Obama’s radical cronies.   

      The U.S. DOE wrote a document covering the program, Promoting Grit, Tenacity, 
Perseverance, which is located on their website but is now buried since Glen Beck covered it on 
his show TheBlaze.  Under Promoting Grit the following instruments will be implemented in our 
public schools to collect all the data for the new Common Core Standards: digital measuring 
devices like MRIs, F Cat scans, facial expression cameras, posture analysis seats, pressure 
mouses, and wireless skin conductance sensors – lie detectors- will all be placed at every 
student’s desk!  The process of collecting all of this data and processing it is called “Data 
Mining”. The students will also be required to wear Bio-wristbands or ankle bracelets. 

 

http://unesco.usmission.gov/duncan-remarks.html
http://arizonansagainstcommoncore.com/IBCommonCorePositionStatement.pdf
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     In April 2013, a mother from Kansas wrote:  

"Sadly, my own state of Kansas has already implemented the standard. Most schools will begin 
the privacy invasion beginning in 2014. We first became aware of it when our children came 
home with ‘activity trackers’, pedometers that measure activity throughout the entire day, 
including calories burned.  They are required to wear them even at home and over the weekends!  
Sound Orwellian?  Well, it’s happening! I complained and, after school officials discussed it, 
they decided to allow my sons to opt out, as they would still have enough participation.  
However, within 2 weeks my sons were wearing the devices again, and were sent a letter stating 
it was mandatory.  The children grades K-12 are also all subjected to daily interrogation over 
what they eat at home.  They are required to write down a food diary.  They are tracked off and 
on weeks at a time. Next year full implementation will begin and, according to the website, more 
intrusive measures will begin.”   

    In Houston, TX, 13 school campuses began using chips to monitor students in 2004. Under the 
program Promoting Grit, Tenacity, Perseverance the U.S. DOE states, “that attitudes, values, 
beliefs and behaviors are, ‘Teachable & Malleable’, and all this monitoring will be used to 
measure a child’s reaction to authority and their ability to ‘get along’.”      Makes you feel all 
warm, fuzzy and secure – doesn’t it! 
 
 

Now Let’s Follow the Money That Created Common Core: 
 
*2005 – Gates funds, ?, the New Commission on the Skills of the American Workforce, created 
by Marc Tucker 
 
*2007 - the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Eli Broad Foundation pledged $60 
million dollars into a campaign to infuse education into the 2008 political race 
 
*2008 – Gates funds, ?, the Benchmarking Advisory Group report for                                                   
                  Common Core Standards on behalf of the NGA, CCSSO, and ACHIEVE  
 
*May 2008 - the Gates Foundation awarded a $2.2 million grant to the Hunt Institute for 
Educational Leadership and Policy which, one month later, hosted a symposium alongside the 
National Governors Association (NGA) on education strategies 
 
*2007-2011 – NGA, CCSSO and Achieve have accepted more than $27 million from the Gates 
Foundation alone to advance the Standards and the connected data-collection and assessments 
 
*Feb. 17, 2009 – Stimulus Bill enacted and $4.35 Billion earmarked for states to entice into to 
the new standards program 
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*2009 – Mr. Hess, a frequent blogger on education whose institute received $500,000 from the 
Gates Foundation, “to influence the national education debates”  
 
*2009 – the Gates Foundation spent $3.5 million creating an advocacy group to buttress its $290 
million investment in programs to increase teacher effectiveness in four areas of the country: 
Tampa, Pittsburg, Memphis & Los Angeles  
 
*October 2009 - the Gates Foundation gave the Thomas B. Fordham Institute $1 million to 

review the Common Core standards 
 
*Oct – Nov, 2009 - Gates Foundation donated $1.5 million to Mark Tucker’s NCEE 
organization 

 

*2009 – Alliance for Excellent Education received $551,000 from Gates Foundation, “to 
grow support for the common core standards initiative” 
 
*2009 – Teach Plus received $4 million from Gates Foundation 
*December 2009, the Gates Foundation paid the National PTA $1 million to mobilize the 

PTA for Common Core Standards 
*2010 – Mr. Gates spent $2 million on a “social action” campaign focused on the film, 
“Waiting for Superman” 
*2010 – Jeb Bush founder of Foundation for Educational Excellence receives $500,000 

from Gates Foundation and changes his stance on Common Core Standards 
*2010 – Educators for Excellence, who were arguing against seniority-based layoffs, 

received $160,000 from the Gates Foundation 
*November 2011 - the conservative American Legislative Exchange Council’s (ALEC) 

education task force developed model legislation calling for the demise of the Common 

Core Standards, but shelved it after receiving a $376,635 grant from the Gates Foundation 
*2009-2011 – MET Project was launched by Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and started 

to work in conjunction with the Tripod Project 
 
*2003-2013 - The Tripod Project has been developed and refined by Dr. Ron Ferguson, Director 
of Harvard University’s Achievement Gap Initiative, over the past ten years. Tripod has received 
funding from Gates Foundation since 2009. Tripod surveys and analysis methods have helped 
more than three million students communicate about their classroom experiences; while 
narrowing gaps among students from different racial, ethnic, and social class backgrounds. The 
Tripod survey assessments are an integral part of the Measures of Effective Teaching (MET) 
Project, which is funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 
 
*2009-2011 – American Federation of Teachers and the National Education Association 

have received $6.3 million from Gates Foundation 
*Harvard has received $15 million from Gates 
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*InBloom has received $100 million 
*Stanford & Brown Universities have received $3 million each 
 
*The Gates Foundation has spent over $5 Billion since 2000 in the educational arena 

 
This list is just a compilation of what I could find.  I am positive that there is more.  

Always follow the money trail.  Another good question to ask is why would Bill Gates be 
pouring this kind of money into education.  Does he really care that deeply about it and that it is 
that easily accessible to all children?  Or, the fact that he stands to more than double - maybe 
even triple - that amount of $5 Billion, over the next 5-10 yrs. How?  Gates has his finger in all 
aspects of education; from national to international, from assessments, surveys, to curriculum 
even to the data mining.  Who do you think is going to undertake such a massive overhauling for 
this data mining?  Microsoft!  To make the data mining truly successful they, the established 
members behind Common Core, will impose all new technology onto the schools nationwide 
courtesy of Microsoft, along with a hefty price tag, covered by yours truly, the American 
Taxpayer!  The figure that Bill Gates stands to gain doesn’t even include possible amounts 
passed the 5-10 year mark.      
 

The over-all cost to implement Common Core Standards nationwide has been estimated 
at $16 billion. This will be mainly for the computers and software equipment.  Who will benefit 
the most from this windfall?  Microsoft and other monitoring equipment companies. The cost of 
assessments, surveys, teacher training and the cost to collect, transfer or buy and sell personal 
info hasn’t even been broached, yet! Our Founding Fathers purposely left the word education out 
of the Constitution; what was left out was to be left up to the States and to local and parental 
control.  

Education Laws Against National Standards, Curriculum and Control: 

1)The Department of Education Organizational Act (1979) 

2) The General Education Provisions Act   

3) The Elementary and Secondary Act (1965) and most recently amended by the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2002.  

Each of these says the same thing: "The Federal Department of Education shall not be involved 
in developing, supervising or controlling instructional materials or curriculum."  
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Special thanks to the many people involved in digging this information up. Much work 
has been done by people all around the country to put this information together and help follow 
the money trail. Please do your part now in passing this information on to everyone you know so 
they can be educated about what the Common Core Initiative is really all about. 
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An interesting little tidbit of info that Karen Bracken found: Pres. Barack Obama’s 
daughters go to the Sidwell Friends, which is a private school in Washington D.C. They have 
not, nor do they plan to in the future, implement the Common Core Standards!!!  

What you have just read should chill you to your soul.  The international Progressive 
movement does not see people as treasures that were “fearfully and wonderfully made”, but as a 
commodity to trade in. Case in point:  the NGA and CCSSO, trade organizations are now in 
charge of our educational system.  They want to mold our future generations into empty, 
brainless, soulless robots.  U.S. Secretary of Education, your “quiet revolution” has now become 
a blaring trumpet of war!   

 

Our List of References: 
 

* - Karen Bracken was an American woman who was deeply concerned with where we as a 
country were going.  She has been involved in the TEA Party movement for the last 3-4 years 
and Karen goes around the country speaking out against CC. www.tnacc.weebly.com, 
Karen.bracken@reagan.com  

* - Glenn Beck @ TheBlaze 
* - www.wired.com 

* - www.news.heartland.org 
* - www.parentalrights.org 

* - www.utahnsagainstcommoncore.com 
* - www.nga.org 

* - www.whatiscommoncore.com 
* - www.metproject.org 
* - www.nytimes.com 

* - www.cherilyneagar.com 
* - www.knowthelies.com 
* - www.tripodproject.org 
* - www.ibe.unesco.org 

* - www.fcbk.com.kansas-against-common-core 
* - www.aim.org 

* - www.beforeitsnews.com 
 

http://www.tnacc.weebly.com/
mailto:Karen.bracken@reagan.com
http://www.news.heartland.org/
http://www.parentalrights.org/
http://www.utahnsagainstcommoncore.com/
http://www.nga.org/
http://www.whatiscommoncore.com/
http://www.metproject.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.cherilyneagar.com/
http://www.knowthelies.com/
http://www.tripodproject.org/
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/
http://www.fcbk.com.kansas-against-common-core/
http://www.aim.org/
http://www.beforeitsnews.com/
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*Visit www.educationfreedomohio.org to learn more about this important issue and what to 
discuss with your Senator. 
*democratsagainstunagenda21-com = much good reading - BEHIND THE GREEN MASK: 
U.N. Agenda 21 [Paperback] Rosa Koire (Author), The Post Sustainability Institute Press 
(Editor), Barry N. Nathan (Illustrator) – also many You Tube videos – 
 

http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fr20.rs6.net%252Ftn.jsp%253Fe%253D001tMTltjNm5XJbdOeLhrD1552SBqssrNaKb4pwteJzKnk9pa3VVOilqS0l5Od_ru_j_44HJOcOb66jMCqy8CX2kJh-b6zhejpEpGBYoBuYfleXs_flt-ko5pHcNl0BeT_G
http://www.amazon.com/Rosa-Koire/e/B006GDWTPY/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1/179-2329915-7352002
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2/179-2329915-7352002?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=The%20Post%20Sustainability%20Institute%20Press&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_3/179-2329915-7352002?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Barry%20N.%20Nathan&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank

